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Mg name is [ rin Ra#cnspcrgcr, and ]’m an American in ]ndia.
['m working with the (Good Shcphcrcl Mission until August,
and ]’vc been chargcc] with most corrcspondcncc work. ﬁcnrg

asked me to write this month’s ncwslcttcr, but ]’m having a

difficult time Finding the words. As usual, it’s difficult for me to
articulate the way ]ndia makes me Fccl, as if there is somcthing EaPPcning here that
is not cxPrcssiblc in the English languagc, or at least not with my vocabular_g. But]

suppose ] a|rr:ady knew that.

l wanted to spcnc] this summer at the Good Shcp}mm‘ Mission for a number of
reasons, most of which ]’m still Icaming. ] wanted to watch the Pcoplc here g0 about
their daily chores, | wanted to know the names of the nurses in the hospital, |
wanted to sit on the front Porcl'l with [enry and sip hot, thick tea. Every day the
Good 5[16})]16!‘(:1 Mission ]';aPPcns around me and ] am Pn’vilcgccl to watch.

The children are around, retuming from their summer holiday and filling the
orP]'»anagcs in Futtur and the vi“agc of Ko"aclam. E_vcrg day ] meet more children
and | watch them shoulclcring their ]Dac[cpacks and boasting of new notebooks as
thcy leave for school. Most of them have very sad
stories, but they study hard and laugh loudly. | met one
bog with a bright smile and largc eyes — eyes that must

see for two. His aunt is blind and childless and he is

wide-eyed and an orplwan, They walk around the
comPound togcther, hand in hand. W[‘)cn | first met them, chrgr said, “You see,
t]’wcy need each other.?

E_vcry day families come with children tl’rcy cannot feed and Ecg for a seat in the
orP]';anage, fora mcal, fora ten-rupee bill. Henr_g Proviclcs. Geod Provic]csl




One vi”agc came to Henr_g and his evangelist friends with fear in their hearts. Thcg
believed their viuagc was cursed — under some sorcery or witchcraft. Thcy wanted
the People of the (Good Shepherd Mission to come pray with them. We sang songs

and read scr‘iPture and Praveen sPoke words in a language that is strange to me, but

about a (God with whom | grow incrcasingly more familiar every day that 'm here.

l sPcnc] some momings in the hosFital and watch the doctors and nurses at work. lf ] get to the hospi’cal carly,
before the heat of the day sets in, there is always a waiting area full of people who cannot afford good medical
care, but receive it anyway. T he workers are proud of what they do. T he (Good Shepherd Mission [Hospital is
set to open a new PT dinic in Julg, and has bcgun gathen'ng the necessary equiPment. T heir excitement is

infectious.

It is clear that Hcmy cares very much about the orPhanagcs and the [‘nosPital, but his eyes light up when he talks
about his new Prczjcct: building a Care and SuPPor't Centre for H]V/AIDS and TB Patients. T]‘)roug]-x
Privatc donations, we were rcccntlg able to acquirc the land for the Centre, but must continue to seek funds to
pay for the construction of the builc]ings. chrg’s dreams are big, but his buc]gct is sma", s0 on faith alone do we
Proccccl. Evcrg clay there are more PcoPlc in clcsPcratc circumstances and they are not turned away. Somc
c]ays ] see the concern on chry’s face and ] know that money is tig[‘tt. Goocl Sthhcrcl Plans to start a Kciicmc
Fund—-{zor chrg’s rclicmc, | think—which can Proviclc money for unforeseen circumstances ~ the unforeseen
circumstances that Plcad on chry’s Porcf‘l every morning. Mg first day hcrc, ] met a
woman sccking work after she lost her husband to Hcpatitis B and was left to care for
her two boys alone. ]"lcnrg gave them a room in the Girls?® Hostcl and pays for theirfood
and c|ot}1ing. A few c]ays ago there was a widow who suffers from renal failure. Sl‘lc
comes every month for money to pay for her blood transfusions. Todag a Christian man

came in dcspcratc need of new glasscs, saying he couldn’t even see the words in his

Biblc, and his wife sat next to him and told chrg that she rcquircc] a [‘lgstcrcctomg -
tl—lcg fearit might be cancer. T heir bills are Paid out of chrg’s Poci(ct, T hese are the stories of Pcop[c whose
circumstances demand a Kclic{: Fund. .‘-]‘lis is the need of Puttur right now, but the money must come from

outside.

Bcing at the (Good 5hcphcrd Mission is simultancouslg a different way of life than J've ever cxPcricncccl and

also alot like coming home, like | never left, like | was meant to be here.
Thanks for all you do.

|n Christ, Forin
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