
s life m
o

re th
an

 yo
u

 can
h

an
d

le alo
n

e righ
t n

o
w

?

re yo
u

 ad
ju

stin
g to

 a
n

ew
 jo

b
, a ch

an
ge in

m
arital statu

s, a serio
u

s ill-
n

ess, th
e d

eath
 o

f a lo
ved

o
n

e, a recen
t  m

o
ve—

o
r ju

st
exp

erien
cin

g a lo
n

ely o
r

d
ifficu

lt tim
e in

 yo
u

r life?

o
u

ld
 yo

u
 b

en
efit fro

m
h

avin
g so

m
eo

n
e w

h
o

w
o

u
ld

 listen
 an

d
 care an

d
w

alk w
ith

 yo
u

 th
ro

u
gh

 th
is

d
ifficu

lt tim
e?

Th
ere Is N

o
 N

eed
to

 Stru
ggle A

lo
n

e!

Eve
ryo

n
e

 
g

o
e

s 
th

ro
u

g
h

 
d

ifficu
lt

tim
es. H

avin
g so

m
eo

n
e to

 care, to
 lis-

ten
, to

 sh
are G

o
d

’s lo
ve w

ith
 yo

u
 can

h
elp

 yo
u

 get th
ro

u
gh

 th
e co

n
fu

sio
n

,
stress, o

r lo
n

elin
ess yo

u
 m

ay b
e exp

e-
rien

cin
g. G

o
d

 d
o

es n
o

t in
ten

d
 fo

r yo
u

to
 stru

ggle alo
n

e.

C
o

n
sid

er allow
in

g a Step
h

en
M

in
ister to

 w
alk w

ith
 yo

u
 o

n
yo

u
r jo

u
rn

ey to
 w

h
o

len
ess

A
re yo

u
 in

 n
eed

...

or

D
o

 yo
u

 kn
o

w
 so

m
eo

n
e, ...

p
erh

ap
s a frien

d
, n

eig
h

b
o

r, co
-

w
orker, colleagu

e, or relative, w
ho

could
 benefit from

 this type of care?

Th
en

 co
n

tact ...
one of our Stephen L

ead
ers listed

 be-
low

. T
hey can tell you m

ore about our
Step

hen M
inistry and

 how
 you

—
or

your friend
—

can be m
atched

 w
ith a

Stephen M
inister.

“C
om

e to m
e, all you

 w
h

o
are w

eary an
d

 b
u

rd
en

ed
,

an
d

 I w
ill give you

 rest.”
M

atthew
 11:28

S
T

E
P

H
E

N
   M

IN
IS

T
R

Y
“C

hrist C
aring for P

eople through P
eople”

IAC
S

TEP
H

EN
M

IN
ISTR

Y
at

of a caring, C
hristian w

ho w
ill listen,

em
p

athize, encou
rage, p

ray, p
rovid

e
 con

fiden
tial 

care, 
an

d
 

p
atien

tly
su

p
p

ort you
 as you

 w
ork throu

gh
a crisis or d

ifficult tim
e?



•
G

rievin
g th

e d
eath

 o
f a lo

ved
 o

n
e

•
H

o
sp

italize
d

 o
r re

co
ve

rin
g

 fro
m

h
o

sp
italizatio

n

•
Lo

n
ely o

r d
isco

u
raged

•
C

o
p

in
g w

ith
 a term

in
al illn

ess o
r

carin
g fo

r a fam
ily m

em
b

er w
ith

 a
term

in
al illn

ess

•
U

n
em

p
lo

yed
 o

r in
 a jo

b
 crisis

•
D

isab
led

 o
r carin

g fo
r an

 ill o
r d

is-
ab

led
 fam

ily m
em

b
er

•
M

o
vin

g o
r relo

catin
g

•
N

e
w

 to
 th

e
 co

n
g

re
g

atio
n

 o
r th

e
co

m
m

u
n

ity

•
A

n
ticip

atin
g th

e b
irth

 o
r ad

o
p

tio
n

o
f a ch

ild

•
H

o
m

eb
o

u
n

d
 o

r in
stitu

tio
n

alized

•
Tran

sitio
n

in
g in

to
 retirem

en
t

•
D

ealin
g w

ith
 th

e crisis o
f agin

g

•
Facin

g a life tran
sitio

n

•
Exp

erien
cin

g a sp
iritu

al crisis

•
V

ictim
s o

f a d
isaster o

r accid
en

t

A
n

d
 fo

r p
eo

p
le facin

g co
u

n
tless o

th
er

crises o
r life ch

allen
ges o

r w
h

o
 are go

-
in

g th
ro

u
gh

 a d
ifficu

lt tim
e an

d
 co

u
ld

b
en

efit fro
m

 th
e care o

f a su
p

p
o

rtive
C

h
ristian

 frien
d

.

Step
h

en
 M

in
isters C

are
O

u
r Step

h
en

 M
in

isters p
ro

vid
e

co
n

fid
en

tial, o
n

e-to
-o

n
e

C
h

ristian
 care to

 p
eo

p
le w

h
o

 are:

W
h

at Is a
Step

h
en

 M
in

ister?
A

 Step
h

en
 M

in
ister is ...

•
A

 ch
ild

 o
f G

o
d

 w
h

o
 w

alks b
esid

e a
h

u
rtin

g p
erso

n
;

•
listen

s;

•
A

 m
em

b
er o

f o
u

r co
n

gregatio
n

 w
h

o
h

as received
 50 h

o
u

rs o
f train

in
g in

h
o

w
 to

 p
ro

vid
e d

istin
ctively C

h
ris-

tian
 care;

•
A

 p
erso

n
 w

h
o

 is read
y to

 fo
cu

s o
n

yo
u

r n
eed

s;

•
A

 tru
stw

o
rth

y co
n

fid
an

t w
h

o
 w

ill
keep

 everyth
in

g yo
u

 say—
an

d
 even

yo
u

r id
en

tity—
co

n
fid

en
tial; an

d

•
So

m
eo

n
e w

h
o

 w
ill faith

fu
lly m

eet
w

ith
 yo

u
 o

n
 a w

eekly b
asis fo

r as
lo

n
g as yo

u
r n

eed
 p

ersists.

A
 Step

h
en

 M
in

ister is N
O

T ...
•

A
 co

u
n

selo
r o

r th
erap

ist;

•
A

 p
ro

b
lem

-so
lver;

•
S

o
m

e
o

n
e

 w
h

o
 ru

n
s e

rran
d

s o
r

h
elp

s w
ith

 ch
o

res; o
r

•
A

 casu
al visito

r.

O
u

r Step
h

en
 M

in
isters are read

y
to

 p
ro

vid
e yo

u
 w

ith
 th

e co
n

fid
en

tial,
o

n
e-to

-o
n

e C
h

ristian
 care yo

u
 n

eed
 to

m
ake it th

ro
u

gh
 a crisis o

r h
elp

 yo
u

th
ro

u
gh

 a d
ifficu

lt tim
e.

W
h

y Step
h

en
 M

in
istry?

B
ecau

se th
e B

ib
le tells u

s to
:

“Lo
ve o

n
e an

o
th

er as I h
ave lo

ved
 yo

u
.”

Jo
h

n
 15:12

“B
ear o

n
e an

o
th

er’s b
u

rd
en

s, an
d

 in
 th

is
w

ay yo
u

 w
ill fu

lfill th
e law

 o
f C

h
rist.”

G
alatian

s 6:2

“En
co

u
rag

e
 o

n
e

 an
o

th
e

r an
d

 b
u

ild
each

 o
th

er u
p

.”
1 Th

essalo
n

ian
s 5:11a

“R
e

jo
ice

 w
ith

 th
o

se
 w

h
o

 re
jo

ice
;

m
o

u
rn

 w
ith

 th
o

se w
h

o
 m

o
u

rn
.”

R
o

m
an

s 12:15

“Serve o
n

e an
o

th
er in

 lo
ve.”
G

alatian
s 5:13

“Live in
 h

arm
o

n
y w

ith
 o

n
e an

o
th

er; b
e

sym
p

ath
etic, lo

ve as b
ro

th
ers an

d
 sis-

ters, b
e co

m
p

assio
n

ate an
d

 h
u

m
b

le.”
1 P

eter 3:8

“B
e kin

d
 an

d
 co

m
p

assio
n

ate to
 o

n
e

an
o

th
er, fo

rgivin
g each

 o
th

er, ju
st as

in
 C

h
rist G

o
d

 fo
rgave yo

u
.”

Ep
h

esian
s 4:32

Th
e Step

h
en

 M
in

istry lo
go

, w
ith

th
e b

ro
ken

 p
erso

n
 b

eh
in

d
th

e
 cro

ss an
d

 th
e

 w
h

o
le

p
e

rso
n

 in
 fro

n
t o

f th
e

cro
ss, sym

b
o

lizes th
at w

e
are all b

ro
ken

 p
eo

p
le an

d
th

at it is o
n

ly th
ro

u
gh

 th
e cro

ss
o

f Jesu
s th

at w
e are m

ad
e w

h
o

le.

Step
h

en
 M

in
isters w

ill h
elp

 gu
id

e yo
u

in
 yo

u
r jo

u
rn

ey fro
m

 b
ro

ken
n

ess to
w

h
o

len
ess.

A
 carin

g C
h

ristian
 w

h
o

 really


